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Learning More About MS in People of Color 

 

Researchers are discovering new information about MS in African Americans and other minorities that 

suggests the disease is more common in people of color, and it affects them differently than Caucasians.

 

People of all genders, ages, races and ethnicities require medical treatment.  When research involves a 

group of people who are too much alike, the findings may not apply to or benefit everyone.   

 

 

 

An MREPN survey showed minority groups have 

specific concerns about participating in 

research: 

  

 

 

 

 

Survey results were used to develop 3 toolkits to 

inform the key stakeholders in the MS research 

process about best practices:  

 

These resources will be used to help boost 

enrollment of minorities in studies so their findings 

apply to and benefit everyone living with MS. 

A 2013 study suggests that 
African Americans have a 47% 
higher risk of MS.

There is evidence that DMTs are 
less effective in African 
Americans.

Research shows MS symptoms 
are more severe and disease 
progression is faster in African 
Americans. 

Some African Americans find 
their diagnosis is delayed because 
their doctors feel MS is a 
"Caucasian disease."
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The MS Minority Research Engagement Partnership Network (MREPN) is an 

ACP-founded group that is dedicated to increasing diversity in MS research. 
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https://www.acceleratedcure.org/sites/default/files/images/FullSeptemberNewsletterv3.pdf
https://meridian.allenpress.com/ijmsc/article/23/4/170/451090/Perceptions-and-Preferences-Regarding-Multiple
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23650231/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22764646/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1352458516679894
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8047687/
https://www.acceleratedcure.org/partner-toolkit
https://www.acceleratedcure.org/healthcare-professional-toolkit
https://www.acceleratedcure.org/research-professional-toolkit
https://www.acceleratedcure.org/about-network
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