
 
 
Introducing the ACP Board of Directors 
 
A board of directors is a body of elected or appointed members who, together with the CEO, oversee 
the activities of an organization. An effective decision-making board can strengthen a nonprofit 
organization in many different ways.  It can oversee strategy and tactics, perform some of the tasks of 
the organization, support the organization's work in its community, bring necessary resources for 
better performance, advise the organization on financial, legal or other matters and help with fund 
raising. Today, the nonprofits that survive and thrive are the ones whose boards (and CEOs) are highly 
strategic and effective in identifying opportunities to pursue their missions.  

At ACP, we are blessed with a board that matches these ideals, and then some. In the words of one of 
its members, Susan Friedman, “This is a board whose ideas and opinions make a huge difference to 
ACP, beyond the standard board activity of raising money.” It is a diverse group of 8 generous people 
with different educational backgrounds and areas of expertise, each of whom cares deeply about 
accelerating MS research.  Together, they form the backbone of our organization, without which we 
literally could not stand strong and tall. We thought you might like to “meet” them and so, in the 
coming months we will be introducing them to you, one-, two- or three-at-a time. 

Linda Kanner, David Blohm and Bruce Sachs have served a combined total of 37 years on the ACP 
Board of Directors.  All three were recruited by our founder in the very early years of our existence and 
all three have a very close personal connection to MS. 

Our current Board Chair, Linda Kanner, is a retired 
corporate CEO, mentor to early-stage entrepreneurs, and 
experienced nonprofit board member who was 
introduced to ACP in 2008, a few months after being 
diagnosed with MS at the age of 63.  Linda was not 
unfamiliar with the disease.  In fact, she grew up 
watching an uncle become wheelchair-bound in his early 
20’s, at a time when treatments for MS had not yet been 
discovered. “Multiple Sclerosis,” she says, “was the 
defining disease in my family.” 

Soon after learning about ACP, Linda joined the board and began applying her considerable skills, 
creativity and optimism to the growth of the organization.  Her career in business includes 25 years 
managing business units in diverse large corporate settings (from industrial products to consumer 



banking to retail footwear), with a focus on new products and new businesses.  She subsequently 
worked 5-6 years in the start-up world, where she was either CEO or COO of several venture-funded 
businesses. 

In the non-profit arena, Linda’s experience is equally relevant.  She has been a trustee of Beth Israel 
Hospital; an overseer and member of the Research Advisory Board to the Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center; a founding board member, now overseer, of the Huntington Theatre Company; and, a 
director of the Commonwealth Institute.  She remains an active “change agent,” interested in 
shepherding “newness” into established organizations as environments and technologies provide 
opportunities.  It is ACP’s orientation to changing old paradigms of research by utilizing technology that 
continues to excite her. 

Educated at Cornell (BA), Simmons (MSW) and Harvard (MBA), Linda is mother to 3, grandmother to 4 
and wife to a physician. 

David Blohm is a retired software entrepreneur with over 30 
years’ experience launching and building successful companies. 
He co-founded MathSoft, Inc. in 1985, a firm that developed and 
marketed mathematical calculation software sold to engineers, 
scientists, teachers and students. Under his leadership it grew 
into a multi-million dollar global firm with 205 employees and 
offices in Seattle, London and Japan. The company went public in 
1993 and was acquired by Parametric Technologies in 2006. Over 
a million copies of MathSoft's flagship product, MathCAD, have 
been sold. David’s interest in educational software caused him to 
join SmarterKids.Com, a CD-ROM publisher of innovative 
children's educational software. He led the company as CEO and 
transitioned it to an award-winning Internet retailer of children's 
educational products and services. David guided that company 
through its initial public offering and subsequent merger in 2001. 

At about this same time, David was diagnosed with MS and, soon thereafter, he met the founder of 
ACP. Inspired by the organization’s strategy to advance scientific research towards a cure, he joined 
the board the following year and he has remained a member since 2002. David’s past non-profit and 
public service activities include numerous leadership roles. He served as Chairman of the 
Massachusetts Software Council and its educational foundation; a Trustee of the Boston Children's 
Museum; President of Congregation B'nai Torah in Sudbury; a member of Massachusetts Governor 
Paul Cellucci's Economic Development Council; an overseer of the Boston Science Museum; and, a 
member of the WGBH Corporate Executive Council. He is currently a board member of the Fells 
Historic Estate and Zoning Board of Appeals for Newbury, NH.  

David is a graduate of Boston College.  Today he is an award-winning nature photographer (work can 
be seen here) who lives near Lake Sunapee in New Hampshire. He and his wife Mary have four children 
and three grandchildren. 
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Bruce Sachs first heard about Accelerated Cure Project in 
a 2001 meeting with the organization’s founder.  He 
immediately recognized it as “a novel and powerful” way 
to accelerate research towards a cure for MS, and soon 
thereafter wrote a check that helped the organization 
launch. Bruce is not a guy who’s easily impressed, either.  
Trained as an engineer, CEO of two public companies, and 
partner in venture capital firm CRV (formerly Charles River 
Ventures) since 1999, his expertise is selecting the really 
good ideas from among the horde.   

 

Educated at Bucknell (BS), Cornell (ME) and Northeastern (MBA), Bruce began his professional life at 
AT&T Bell Labs.  After helping to grow a start-up, he joined Xylogics, an early Internet hardware 
pioneer, eventually becoming CEO and leading the company through its acquisition by Bay Networks.  
This was followed by similar success at Stratus Computer prior to his joining CRV.  As an investor, Bruce 
has played an active role in the start-up and growth of dozens of companies, the bulk of them in the 
areas of Enterprise and Service Provider Infrastructure; Cloud; Robotics; and, Consumer Electronics.  

Bruce cares about curing MS.  His wife Kim was diagnosed with the disease soon after they wed 30 
years ago. He is an admirer of the Open Source Movement — the collaboration and free sharing of 
intellectual output among software engineers that led to the creation of Linux and other game-
changing programs.  He believes that ACP’s model, which inspires similar behavior among MS 
researchers, can accelerate the search for a cure.  


